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VOLUNTEERS & STAFF
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

SUPERVISORY AUDIT COMMITTEE

Neil R. Sommers, CEO

Karen S. Akers, CPA, CFO

Shannon Boesel, HR Manager

Bret Fisher/Ethel Frye, Operations Manager

Kathy Garvey, Member Services Manager

Michelle Gonzalez,Lorain Branch   

   Manager

Tiphaney Grossestreuer,

   Marketing Manager

Becky Ryan-Monschein, Teller/HUB Manager

OPERATIONS SPECIALISTS

FINANCIAL SERVICES

REPRESENTATIVES
Brad Niece, FSR Coordinator

Tyler Buga

Ginger Fitch

Shannon Fridrich

Ashley Henderson

Tyler Johnston

Amy Kinsley (Lorain Branch)
Blaine Padgett 

Mindy Piskur

Tina Rankin

Carl Vass (Lorain Branch)
VISA ADMINISTRATION 

HUB COORDINATORS

Carla Harris

Veronica Johnson

Penny Pilson

Christine Zamskie

Deb Zvara

TELLERS
Becky Karpinski, Head Teller

Morgan Stoll, Asst. Head Teller

Summer Barnett                          Claudia Huddle

Jennifer Palella-Kelling            Brenda Kaswell                                      

Lauretta Kotasek         

 Sarah Rambo (Seasonal)
Nichelle Richardson   

Alexandria Thurmon (PT)
Emily Underwood (Lorain Branch)   
 Terri Wilson                                       Leslie Wilson 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

ATTORNEY 

Lillie & Company, LLC

AUDITORS 

REGISTERED REPRESENTATIVES 

2019 Young Adult Scholarship 

Winners

 

Henry Harsar, Chairman

Richard Killen, Vice Chairman

Paulette Paine, Secretary

Wanda DiVencenzo, Director 

Leo Citro, Director

Andrew Lingler, Director 

Carolyn May, Director

Edward Syrowski, Director

Marilyn Tipple, Director 

John Bartter, Director Emeritus

Kathy Runser, Chairperson

Karen Norton               Karen Sprague

Management Team

Accounting
Pam Spence, Accountant 

Tammy Frizzell, Staff Accountant 

Karla Staylon, Accounting Clerk 

Sandra Bennett

Mary Sue Sage

Sue Ellen Shepherd

Call Center

Cheryl Fleming

Nona Jackson

Connie Smith

Tashawnda Cabbil - Pilson

Jeff Kovacs

Shannon Arendt

Weltman, Weinberg & Reis Co. LPA

From LPL Financial:

Cheryl Janik

Renee Dietz

SUPERVISORY AUDIT COMMITTEE

During 2019, members of the Supervisory Audit

Committee performed random cash counts of the

teller stations and the vault.  The accounting firm

of Lillie & Company, LLC reviewed loan files,

accounting practices and performed the

members’ account verification.

Based on our audits and those of Lillie & Company,

LLC, it is the opinion of the Supervisory Audit

Committee that the financial condition of Achieve

Credit Union, Inc. is strong and its policies and

procedures are effective.

Respectfully,

Kathy Runser

LILLIE & COMPANY
Please reference to the back page of the Annual

Report.

Chairperson, Supervisory Audit Committee 

UPPERCLASSMEN

Jayna Palella

Noah Metzger

WARREN WALLACE

Gabrielle Post

UNDERCLASSMEN

Ryan Walsh

Josie Reinker

Justin Jaeckin



The 61st Annual Meeting was held on the 16th day of April (Tuesday), 2019 at The Spitzer

Conference Center, Lorain County Community College.  Neil R. Sommers welcomed the

credit union members and their guests. He asked everyone to stand for the Pledge of

Allegiance. Paulette Paine, Board Director, gave the invocation. Dinner was served at

6:00p.m.

The scholarship committee was introduced (Hank Harsar and Marilyn Tipple).  Henry

Harsar presented the scholarship recipients with their certificates.  The scholarship

recipients were Moriah Garcia (Warren Wallace Recipient) – Bowling Green State

University, Jacob Aniol- Notre Dame College, Kyle Moyer- University of Toledo, Sara

Liszeski- Midview High School, Kristin Prunty – Midview High School, and Madisyn

Daniels – Elyria High School.

Andrew Lingler, Chairman of the Board, called the 61st annual business meeting to

order at 6:44 p.m. and referred to the 2019 Chairman’s report in the program.  

Neil R. Sommers gave the report of the state of the credit union and referred to the

Comparative Financial Report and outlined benefits of new products that have been

introduced such as Remote Deposit Capture (RDC), eDocs Innovation, and the ACH

origination.

Andrew Lingler convened those assembled to the business portion of the 61st annual

meeting. As Chairman of the Board of Directors, he determined a quorum was present.

A roll call of the board of directors was conducted.

Paulette Paine, Secretary of the Board, referred to the minutes of the 60th annual

meeting. A motion was made by Bob Balogh and seconded by Pat Jackson to approve

the minutes as written. The motion carried.

Attention was called to the Supervisory Audit Committee Report in the program and

the committee members were recognized for their work that was done in 2018.

Wanda DiVencenzo, of the Nominating Committee, presented the slate of nominees. 

 Carolyn May was slated to continue as director for a 3 year term ending in 2022. A

motion was made by Bill Tipple and seconded by Barb Sommers to approve the slate

as presented. The nominees were unanimously approved.

There was no unfinished business and no new business to discuss.

Andrew Lingler, Chairman, officially adjourned the 61st annual meeting.  The board of

directors awarded the traditional door prizes and the meeting adjourned at 7:17p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Paulette Paine 

Secretary, Board of Directors

61  Annual Meeting Minutes CHAIRMAN'S REPORT

Paulette Paine

st

Welcome to the 62nd Annual Meeting of School Employees Lorain County Credit Union, now
known as Achieve Credit Union.  On behalf of the Board of Directors I am pleased to announce
that 2019 was another excellent year for the Credit Union and the Board is grateful to our
membership, staff and management team for your continued support.  Much was achieved during
the year and I would like to take a few minutes of your time to recap the high points of the year
from the financial accomplishments of 2019 to community involvement and finally the difficult task
of rebranding the Credit Union after 62 years as School Employees Lorain County Credit Union.
I will only touch on a few of the financial successes of the past year and leave the details to our
CEO.  The Credit Union’s assets grew from $149,546,436 at year end 2018 to $156,783,321 at
year end 2019.  An increase of 4.8% over the previous year.  The loan portfolio grew to
$58,072,031 and membership shares grew to $137,653,527.  Net Income for the year was
$6,451,409 with the major contributors being Loan Interest Income of $3,007,437 and Investment
Interest Income of $2,066,071.  As a result the Credit Union ended the year with Net Income of
$408,316.  Another successful year contributed to our management team and our dedicated staff
and on behalf of the Board of Directors and our members we thank you.  
The Credit Union prides itself in contributing to our community through volunteerism at our local
school systems teaching financial literacy and participating at the Lorain County Fair.  The staff
raised $2,500 during the year with the net proceeds donated to worthy causes in our community. 
 The biggest donation was made to “Project Preemie”, in the amount of $1,000.  The donation was
made on behalf of a staff member whose little preemie is doing just fine and bringing happiness to
her parents and her entire Credit Union family.  We also awarded $6,000 in Young Adult
Scholarships.  Three $1,000 scholarships were awarded to post-secondary members and three
$1,000 scholarships were awarded to graduating high school seniors.  Additionally two area
teachers have each received a Mini-Grant of $250 to support projects which they have developed
for their students.  
Finally, I would like to thank the Board of Directors, Management and Staff for their efforts during
the Rebranding project which was concluded at year end 2019.  The task of changing our name
after 62 years was a difficult one and was not taken lightly.  We used the services of an outside
consultant to evaluate the possibility of a name change, conduct surveys of members, staff,
management and the Board during this year and a half long project.  Even though we became a
Community Charter in April 2017 we were still perceived as a restrictive membership made up of
only school employees within Lorain County.  After extensive research and in excess of 150
possible names, the Board and management selected “Achieve Credit Union” with the tag line of
“Learn-Dream-Achieve” to carry us into the future. 
In addition to our new name we are also pursuing the purchase of 1.02 acres of vacant land
situated near the corner of Tower Boulevard and Route 58 in Lorain, for the relocation of the
Lorain Branch and the addition of a drive-thru-window to better serve our loyal members in the
Lorain area.  We anticipate the closing and transfer of the property by fall of 2020 and the
construction of a new Branch in the spring of 2021.
In closing, I would like thank Carolyn May for her service to the Credit Union as a member of the
Board of Directors.  Carolyn retired from the Board after 29 years of service to the Credit Union. 
 We have been fortunate to have had Carolyn serve and wish her the best in the years ahead.  
I would also like to take a moment to remember the contributions of the late Marilyn M. Tipple who
passed away on June 17, 2020.  Marilyn loved the Credit Union and served on the Board of
Directors for 28 years, 20 years as Secretary of the Board.  She chaired the Scholarship
Committee until her retirement from the Board on March 31, 2020.  Thank you Marilyn for your
dedication, service and love for the Credit Union movement.  You will be missed by everyone who
crossed your path.
Henry “Hank” HarsarChairman of the Board

Henry Harsar



Achieve Credit Union, Inc. 
Comparative Financial Report (unaudited)


